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A Rocha South Africa 

This earth is our God-given home,  

and the Creator cares about  

his house-guests’  

behaviour. 

Creation can be God’s way of 

speaking to us when we've lost 

our sense of perspective. 

Our small actions might seems  
too little, too late, on their own,  

yet God is committed to  
including us in His plans.  

He can take our small efforts  
and weave them into his purposes  

in sustaining and renewing the earth. 

Quotes from Planetwise by Dave Bookless 

O Lord, our Lord, your greatness is 
seen in all the world. Ps. 8:1 & 9 
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Annual review and Chairman’s report to the 11th Annual  

General Meeting of A Rocha South Africa, June 2016 

_______________________________ 

Dear members of the Board, Board of Reference, Members of A Rocha and Friends 

Thank you for being present at this 11th Annual General Meeting of A Rocha South 

Africa to the review of the work during 2015. 

The year 2015 will always be remembered for Pope Francis’s announcement of 

the Encyclical Laudato Si (Praise Be to You) on the environment. While papal docu-

ments generally address the bishops of the church the goal of Laudato SI is “to enter 

into dialogue with all people about our common home”.  

This document addresses the deep concern the Pope has about the environment 

and all its challenges. The document discerns man’s effect on the environment as 

well as the many philosophical, theological, and cultural causes that threaten the 

relationships of man to nature.  

Laudato Si reflects on issues e.g. climate change, the impact of consumption on 

the poor and the importance of access to safe drinkable water for all.  

The Pope then calls everyone to act as he “encourages ways of acting which di-

rectly and significantly affect the world around us”. 

Here he refers to very practical steps like avoiding 

the use of plastics and paper, reducing water con-

sumption, separating refuse and recycling, using 

public transport, the planting of trees and turning off 

of unnecessary lights.  

   A Rocha South Africa and all Christians in our beau-

tiful country should make an effort to take cogni-

zance of Laudato Si and answer: What steps are we 

prepared to take that will “directly and significantly 

affect the world around us” for the better?  

If the simple fact of being 

human moves people to care 

for the environment of 

which they are a part,  

Christians in their turn 

“realize that their responsi-

bility within creation, and 

their duty towards nature 

and the Creator, are an  

essential part of their faith”  
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I would now like to highlight the some activities of A Rocha SA during 2015. 

A ROCHA LEADERS FORUM  

Every second or third year ARI gathers the A 

Rocha family from around the world for the 

A Rocha Leaders Forum. In June 2015 this 

gathering took place in Portugal and ARZA 

was represented by three delegates, myself, 

Myles Sinclair and Dalton Gibbs.  

The goal of the Forum was to: Listen to God 

and consider together how our Christian 

faith and commitment shape us, our organi-

zations and our work; Listen to others and 

share what God is doing in our bit of A Rocha; Pray for one another and Celebrate 

God’s love in calling us into his family work. 

The gathering was fortunate to have Ruth Padilla DeBorst from Costa Rica as the 

Bible teacher at the Forum. She spoke on the theme “Send down your waters! - 

Sustaining creation-community in the 21st Century”.  

When asked about the highlight of their experiences Dalton 

Gibbs said: “The thing that struck me most was the depth of 

theology it represented. The speakers presented (their talks) 

with a conviction backed by solid theology and a practical 

understanding of the environmental crises facing the earth 

today.” And Myles Sinclair: “It was wonderful to be in the 

land of A Rocha’s birth. I was particularly moved by a dis-

cussion about ‘Lament’. And looking at the enormous cli-

matic and environmental challenges facing our land today, I have a sense of how 

the Father feels and to be truthful, I weep.” 

 

During the course of 2015 the decision on Regional Action Teams was implemented. 

In Kwa-Zulu Natal and in Cape Town core teams regularly met to plan local action. 

The chairman moved to Kleinmond where he arranged events on behalf of A Rocha. 

CONSERVATION SCIENCE 

Bird ringing: The ringing group met on every the second Saturday of the month 

under the leadership of Dalton Gibbs. They rung a total of 120 birds from 21 species 

A Rocha works to 

equip, inspire and 

engage Christians 

around the world to 

care for creation. 

Chris Naylor, ARI 
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during the year. Each session was well attended by groups of regulars and even a 

few nature conservation students. 

Marine Projected Areas: During the latter part of the year Nikki Chapman, a volun-

teer, met with A Rocha in Kwa-Zulu Natal to consider various project possibilities. 

She introduced a research project on Marine Protected Areas off the KZN coast. A 

Rocha originally offered to be the supporting NPO in a funding application for the 

research, but later withdrew from the process as we felt it to be too big and we did 

not believe our Christian distinctiveness would be apparent.  

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Youth camp, Free State: ARZA sponsored 36 Anglican Youth in the Free State to 

attend an environmental camp at Golden Gate. The youth participated in hiking, 

abseiling and canoeing and 

Sanparks staff gave talks on 

the environment and on how 

to care for nature. The youth 

undertook a guided hike on 

the theme “connecting with 

nature” and as a sign of re-

pentance they walked 3Km in 

complete silence to the cathedral cave. During 

the evening prayers they looked at how and 

what they should do to show their concern for 

nature.  

Youth outing, KZN: The Tabitha Hope Centre (an 

orphanage in Pietermaritzburg) met with John Roff 

(A Rocha Volunteer and Environmental Educator) 

about introducing the Tabitha kids to Christian 

conservation as well as using the opportunity to 

minister to the kids. 

Elderly, Kleinmond: Some 30 members of the Fyn-

bos Elderly Club in Kleinmond visited the Harold 

Porter Botanical Garden in Bettie’s Bay where they 

had an opportunity to wander through the gar-

dens and shared information on the medicinal 

value of some fynbos plants. 
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ENGAGEMENT WITH CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

Bible Study material 

Since the Forum meeting in Portugal we have felt that locally and internationally all 

would benefit from a theologically sound course which outlined the biblical teaching 

regarding conservation and why Christians should respond to environmental chal-

lenges. An outline based on Planetwise by Dave Bookless has been drawn up.  

Congregational groups 

At least two churches in the Cape Town area have A Rocha 

groups. They plan outings and worship services with an environ-

ment focus and remind the congregations of national and inter-

national environmental days that can and should be celebrated. 

The sustainable supper has become an annual highlight on their 

calendar enjoyed by a full house. 

Outreach to congregations and church leaders  

In KZN various meetings and discussions took place between A Rocha and interested 

congregations and church leaders.  

Earth Keeper’s Forum 

Two Forum meetings were held in Cape 

Town. 

Two Anglican “Eco-Bishops” ministering 

with indigenous people in Alaska and Ar-

gentina addressed the first gathering. In 

Canada Indigenous Christians struggle 

with the challenge of tar sands, while in 

Argentina the challenge is due to deforestation. 

The second event was a Citizen’s Science Day 

held at Intaka Island. The speakers encour-

aged those present to contribute to science by 

participating in the various bird, reptile, 

butterfly and other atlases.  

The event underlined the important role 

Christians can play as citizen scientists while 

enjoying nature and all of creation. 
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Distribution of ARZA resources 

A DVD of A Rocha resource material was distributed to 450 delegates to the synod of 

the Dutch Reformed Church (Western and Southern Cape). Each delegate also re-

ceived a young Spek-boom (elephant tree) or Portulacaria Afra as a gift. The out-

standing feature is this tree is its ability to withdraw poisonous Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 

from the air while giving Oxygen back. 

COMMUNITY BASED PROJECTS 

Groot-Marico 

The work funded by UNDP grant in Groot Marico was rounded off during 2015. The 

funding was raised to establish an Ecology Field Education Centre, an indigenous 

nursery and permaculture garden, to extend existing Beading and Sewing, a Bee-

keeping group and build environmentally sustainable ecotourism “slack packing” 

hiking routes. The final narrative and financial reports were submitted to the funder 

as required. 

Clean-up events 

 Pietermaritzburg conservancy: A group of 

ARZA volunteers cleaned-up a local con-

servancy in Pietermaritzburg. Despite the 

poor weather the group cleared quite a lot 

of rubbish, especially out of the stream.  

 Restoration of the Kuils River: Four clean-up events were held during the 

year and involved 40+ adults and children. A strategy document has been 

designed and is being implemented. Various churches along the river 

have been invited to participate and take responsibility for a section of 

the river close to their churches.  

 Kleinmond Coastal clean-up: Two 

churches participated in the International 

Coastal Clean-up in Kleinmond. All the 

statistics on what were collected was 

passed on to the international database. 

The 42 youth and adults collected some 

140Kg of waste. 
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African Enterprise  

Further discussions have taken place between ARZA and AE on strengthening our 

relationship. Areas of cooperation include: developing Biblically based training ma-

terial that focuses on creation care; use of volunteers and assistance with an envi-

ronmental impact study on the AE property.  

FUNDING AND STATISTICS 

A Rocha is very grateful to our loyal donors for their support.  

ARZA in conjunction with the Green Anglican applied for funding for a WATER FOR 

LIFE project. The funding was to assist Northern Cape Churches to respond to the 

climate change. The application was unsuccessful. ARZA also applied for funding to 

do research on the Marine Protected Areas. We discontinued this application. 

No staff was employed in 2015. We are very grateful for the work of at least 12 ded-

icated volunteers. During the course of the year 17 persons (25 in 2014) were regu-

lar donors to ARZA. There are 584 individuals on the database and we have 246 fol-

lowers on the Facebook.  

CLOSING 

I close with poetic restatement of the first few verses of Ps. 19: 

Wherever I am, wherever I go  

I can sense something of the power of God. 

The grandeur of the mountains,  

the vastness of the oceans,  

the breathtaking wonder of the interstellar space;  

all this proclaims the glory and majesty of God.  

Even amid the clutter of our cities,  

built and abused by our hands,  

there are reflections of divine splendor.  

God’s voice can be heard.  

He makes His presence known throughout the world. 

May A Rocha SA inspire Christians in South Africa to “sense something of the power 

of God” as His creation, the mountains and oceans, proclaims His glory and majesty. 

I thank you!   

Carl Swart 
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A Rocha Leaders Forum, 

Portugal, June 2015 

A Rocha South Africa 

Bank details 

A Rocha South Africa, Nedbank,  

Branch: Hayfields (Code: 134025)  

Account number 1340 528916 

South.africa@arocha.org 

NPO Number: 038–193   
PBO Number: 930020406 


